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 WHAT’S ON? 

Sept 17 The Great Vegie Crunch 

Sept 18 Interschool Athletics 

Sept 21 Scitech Incursion (Year—6) 

Sept 23 9.00am (Staffroom) Review of Cross Coun-
try and Athletics Carnival—all welcome.  

  

THANK YOU! 

 Dowerin Gourmet Butcher for their generosity in 

supporting cooking at school. 
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   Dung Beetle  
Incursion 

 
On the 8th of September, Rachel from the Mingenew-Irwin Group came down to 
speak to the 3/4 and 5/6 classes and taught us all about Dung Beetles! We will 
be doing a project on them in Term 4 and we wanted to find out all about them! 
Rachel brought in some Dung Beetles to show us. After she spoke to us and 
gave us lots of information about Dung Beetles, we went outside to hold some 
with horns on their head. Some people went into the sandpit and watched the 
Dung Beetles dig into the sand, others held them. Rachel told us that sometimes 
they will try to dig in between our fingers, so we had to switch them to the other 
hand. Dung Beetles like to play dead and their legs will be tucked in. When they 
are actually dead their legs are spread out. 
After we had held them and put them back, Rachel told us about an application 
where you can take a photo and experts can look at it and tell you what it is. 
Some people have even discovered new species! Then we had some time to ask 
questions. Rachel told us that if we lived on a farm with cattle, we could have a 
look and maybe even find our own Dung Beetles!   
By Jaycee Windsor 

 
 
 

On Tuesday the 8th of September, Rachel from the Mingenew-Irwin Group came to 
Dowerin District High School to speak to the years 3-6 about dung beetles. 
I learnt so many new things about dung beetles. One of the fascinating things is the life 
cycle. It starts off as an egg and then hatches into larva, then a pupa and finally 
metamorphoses into an adult. The dung beetles Rachel brought were 
given to her from UWA.  My favourite part of the session was that we 
got to hold the dung beetles. It was so much fun. 
The dung beetles Rachel brought live for about 2 years. You can tell if 
they are dead if their legs are out. Dung beetles like to play dead, they 
keep their legs in and do not move. 
The reason Rachel came to speak to us is because in Term 4, the 5/6 
class is going to be discovering and looking at dung beetles for our 
STEM projects. 
Overall it was a great experience and I really enjoyed Rachel coming 
and speaking to us about dung beetles.  
By Laila MCIVOR 


