
 

Important Notes 

 23rd August —
Meckering X-Country 

 

 28th & 29th August —
Dowerin Field Days 

 

  2nd September —     
Pupil Free Day 

 

  13th September — 
Faction Athletics 

 

 16th September  —        
Yr 5/6 Science Forum 

 

 17th September  -         
Yr 7/8 Science Forum 

 

 20th September  -  
Interschool Athletics 

 

 25th September—          
Yr 2/3 Zoo Excursion 

 

 26th September— 
Assembly 

 

 27th September—      
Last Day of Term 
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Visitors To Admin 
 

Ashley wrote clear instructions for creating a card game. 
 

Scarlett and Jack have been creating recounts; 

writing independently and adding great drawings. 

 

Jesse and Isabella found a 

lot of Australian place 

names that included their 

spelling sounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lewis and Imogen are completing 

some amazing problem solving in 

Maths. 

 

Mackinley is using lots of reading 

strategies to increase his fluency. 
 
 

    

 Carter has been researching 

         and writing some great  

 information at home. 
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Friday Assembly Awards 
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                 Student Leadership Team Update 

 Miss Arthur would like to say a massive thank you and farewell to 

Amber, India, Kailey, and Cheyanne. We would like to welcome    

Isabella, Holly, Willow, Austin and Chalice to the team for          

Semester 2!  

We have kicked off the term with some fun and would like to say 

a massive thank you to Mrs Allison and Mrs Hudson for           

volunteering their time to come in on Monday and Friday 

lunchtimes to teach us some awesome BOOTSCOOTING    

dances. We are extremely lucky to have such wonderful           

volunteers and an opportunity to try something new! These     

sessions will be running for the first 5 weeks of the term.  
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          Around the School 

 

Since Term 2 this year, Room 5a have been engaging in a play-based style of learning called the Walker Learning 

Approach.  Every morning for the first period of the day students are able to investigate a variety of learning 

centres around the room.  Each area has a predicted learning intention however the imagination and innovation 

that stems from what objects are in each area is never limited.  Each day there are four ‘Walker’ students who 

have specific missions to complete so that their learning is targeted to their needs.  If you wish to come in and 

have a quick look at our play-based learning approach, just come and ask! 
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    Around the School 

This term we have been working hard in all aspects of our learning.  We have been 
setting goals both class and  individual!  We have been focussing on using problem 
solving strategies,  multi-step mathematical problems, fractions and money. In 

writing we are beginning to write our own informational texts.  We are  also working 
towards attending the Field Days and  performing at the Field Days Opening           

Ceremony!!  So busy ….. 

 

4

Goal Setting 

NAIDOC art display! Giving Mrs Q goose bumps with 
our singing!   



 
 

8 

Around the School 

 

Indonesian super ‘s Our Story artwork!!  

Partner Spelling Work!! 

4



4
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   Around the School 

 

Mrs Petchell           
challenging us!! 

We love it ! 

Working   

hard!! 

So many solutions! 
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Science  Aspirant Camp  
DAY 1 

 

On the morning of Tuesday the 30th of August, I awakened at 7am, ready to go on a camp! I raced around, got all of 

my bags organised, made my lunch and did all of my general getting ready stuff. Mum, Carter and I arrived at school at 

8:30am and got organised. I clarified with my teachers that I would be leaving at around 10am from class, and then sat 

at my desk. 10am came, and Miss Hibbitt came to collect Ainsley and I. We collected our bags, took them to the front 

office, and then organised some things with Miss Hibbitt. We then put our bags in the Cadets trailer, went to the    

toilet for the final time, and hopped in Miss Hibbitt’s car, and left Dowerin. Ainsley and I were travelling in the car with 

Miss Hibbitt, because it didn’t make sense for our parents to take us to Wongan, if we could all go in one car.  

 

We arrived at Wongan at about 11:30am, and soon all of the other kids arrived. I already knew a few kids, through 

sport and math days, and soon made other friends anyway. Once we were all in attendance, we went for a last minute 

toilet trip, picked up our backpacks, and boarded the two buses. There was a small 8 seater bus, which all of the 

Toodyay kids rode in, and then the rest of us got on the Wongan Bus, which is the same as our Dowerin shire bus. 

Driving the small bus was Mrs Ellis, and the big bus was driven by Mr Bear. I sat next to a girl from Yerecoin, called 

Talie. We soon got chatting, and then decided that we will sleep in the same dorm  together. The bus ride flew by, 

with much singing, laughing and playing Sweet and Sour in Perth. For those of you that don’t know what that is, it is a 

game that we play, by waving to passing cars, and if they wave back, they are sweet, and if they don’t, but if they are 

looking at us, then they are sour. This meant that the trip was constantly punctuated with loud yays, or sad ohhhs! We 

eventually arrived at Woodman Point Campsite (near Fremantle), with only 2 stops, and we all collected our bags and 

followed our teachers to our dorm. 

 

Our dorm was named Grevillea Dormitory, and was very pretty. It was an    

old wooden building that contained a hall, individual dorm rooms, and  two   

separate bathrooms for the girls and boys. Everyone was told that there was a 

maximum of 4 in a dorm, and a minimum of 2-3. I went in a 3, including Talie, 

myself and Ella. We decided who was on top bunk, and made our beds and  

unpacked. All 26 of us were then told to come outside, and we played some 

games. We played Ship, Shark, Shore, and then we were all given a number. My 

number was number 3, and it was used to make sure we were all accounted 

for, and to organise who would go on the little bus. Once we had done this for 

a while, we had some free time, and then we were called to dinner.  

 

We walked about 100m along a path, to the dining hall. Then we sat down,     

6 to a table. We waited for a short amount of time, but then the first table was 

called up, for a dinner of chicken with vegetables and potatoes. Once we had 

all finished eating, we had some dessert, which was some mousse piped into a 

little bowl. It was delicious! After we had finished, we walked together as a big 

group, to our dorms. We were told to put a jumper on, and come outside. 

We met at some tables next to our dorms, and sat down. We then were in-

troduced to a game called ‘Escape From Quarantine’. We had to race around 

the Campsite, and find 4 different items, without being seen by the teachers, 

and their torches. My team ran around, found them all in about 20 minutes, 

AND finished first! My team sat at our table for a while, and then we were told 

we could go and have first showers! Eventually, all of the other campers came in, and got ready. We went into other 

people’s rooms and chatted for a while, but then we were told to go to our own rooms, because it was 9pm. We had 

to stay in our rooms, and then it would be lights out at 9:30pm. 
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          Science  Aspirant Camp  Cont... 
DAY 2 
 

On day two (Wednesday) I woke up at 6:20am, and just laid in my bed quietly until 6:30am, when we had to wake up. 

Soon the teachers were knocking on our doors, telling us to get ready. We had to get ready for breakfast at 7am in 

the dining hall. We all raced around getting ready, and were waiting at the door for breakfast. Today was an option 

between a cooked breakfast, or we could have some cereal instead. I chose a cooked breakfast, and had toast, sausage, 

scrambled egg, baked beans and (of course) bacon! We also had some juice with it. Soon it was time to go and brush 

our teeth, and pack our backpacks, ready for our day at university! After this, we all walked to were the busses were 

parked, and the numbers 1-8 had to go on the little bus. We all got on our appropriate bus, and were rolling out of the 

carpark at 8am. The bus ride took about an hour, and so when we were coming into Curtin University, we were all 

very tired of travelling in traffic. We parked in a car park, and some Uni representatives were waiting for us. 
 

One of these people introduced themselves, and he told us that he would be with us 

for most of our time at Uni. He led us to the Main entrance, and I was immediately 

blown away. This is because I thought University would just be row after row of    bor-

ing classrooms, but it wasn’t! Just at the entrance, there were different shapes in the 

buildings, I could hear live music playing, and there were plants growing everywhere! It 

was amazing! We followed the people at the front, who led us to a classroom. It held 

all of us comfortably, and we sat down at the desks eagerly for our first session.  
 

The first session was about what we were doing that day, some things to expect, and then we were introduced to 5 

people that would be our leaders for the campus discovery race. Then we were handed a booklet a map, and were 

told some instructions. We were going to participate in a ‘Campus Discovery Race’, which meant we had to race 

around Curtin, answer the clues, and get back to the same classroom, in just 30 minutes! My team set off, with our 

team leader Kurt, and found the places with much enjoyment. We had to take a photo at each point, so they know 

where you’ve been, which we had much fun with as well! Soon it was time to head in, and so my team raced in, looking 

to get the ‘First Back’ prize. We did, and then we got top marks for going to every place, and in the end, we WON! 

We then got to see everyone else’s photos, and get a prize. Then it was time for morning tea, so we could have one 

piece of fruit, one juice box, one savoury food, and one sweet food. We played for a bit, and then we were called back 

inside, to be led to our next session. 
 

Our second session was in Makerspace, which is located on the fifth floor of the library. Once we had trudged up five 

floors of stairs, we made it to where we needed to be. We came in the room, and we were greeted by the smiling face 

of a lady called Marie. We all sat at the desks, and awaited our instructions. We had to make a poster, of something, 

and then we had to hook it up to a computer program, and make it talk. My group’s poster was semi-successful,      

although we didn’t get it finished. We got to see everyone else’s posters too. Then we descended the stairs (five whole 

floors AGAIN), to go to lunch. We all crowded together, so we wouldn’t get lost, because the Uni students were    

having a sort of celebration, so there were heaps of people everywhere, all going in different directions. We had to     

re-group a couple of times, but we didn’t lose anyone, so it was okay. We then were told the lunch procedure, and we 

entered the main café. I got a pie, with chips and gravy, and an apple juice. We then sat on a hill together, happily eating 

and watching some boys roll down the hill. 
 

When we had finished lunch, we grouped together, and returned to the room that we 

started in, to learn about something new. It turned out that we would be learning about 

precision farming, and then using EV3’s to model this. First we saw a slideshow about   

precision farming, and learnt all about it. Then, we got to run a program that the           

presenter had already created, to see his example. Then we had to modify the robot to 

better the results. We then talked about it, and saw how modifications can help. After 

this, we collected our bags, and got ready to leave. We boarded the buses, and enjoyed a 

quieter bus ride back to our campsite.  
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          Science  Aspirant Camp Cont... 
We hopped off the buses, and left or bags in our rooms, got changed, and then went outside to play some sport. First 

I played soccer, and then I played some basketball, but I ended up throwing the howler. Then we had some popcorn 

and got into some warmer clothes, because a man called Sheldon was coming from Curtin to play some games with 

us. 

 Sheldon talked to us first, and then gave us a pamphlet per group to work out. The problems were hard, and they 

needed some ‘outside the box’ thinking. One of them needed some very careful looking at the picture for, and the 

others needed some maths. In the end a group won, and then we all went off and ate another delicious dinner of beef 

and vegetables, and a chocolate cake for Dessert. Then, we returned to our dorms, to do our nightly ablutions. That 

night’s bedtime was brought forward a little, because we were all a tiny bit tired. 

DAY 3 

On Thursday, I was a little slower getting out of bed, because I was tired, and the dorms were a whole lot quieter, 

because I think everyone was feeling similar to me. The morning followed the same routine as the last, and we were 

again in the bus by 8am. Today though, Sweet and Sour got to the next level. This is because someone found a poster 

under their seats, saying ‘Toyota Quality Service’, and they wrote on the poster ‘Hi from……. WAVE!’. Then two 

others found posters, and the same got written on them. Then everyone started waving to other people, and we 

even got a lady waiting at a train station to wave to us. We arrived at Curtin in what felt like no time, (although it still 

took an hour), and we met our leader eagerly again.  

First he led us to the room we spent most of our time in yesterday, to brief us 

about our day. Firstly we stayed in that room, to do a Kahoot quiz on University, 

and then people came to present another lesson to us. This lesson was very    

interesting, as it was on the Prosthetic Leg. First they explained to us all about it, 

and then they tasked us to build one! My group decided to do it in me, and ours 

was constructed by: tying a plunger to my knee, and then stuffing that into a 

sponge, that was in my shoe. We had to test them, and ours was then one of the 

two that walked. The winner was then decided by the cheapness of the leg, and 

ours won! We got to choose a prize, and then get first pick of the morning tea. 

We went out and played, but then we went inside again, to learn about/make a wind turbine. 

In this session, we learnt about renewable resources, and that wind was the best for the environment; because it   

never runs out, and it doesn’t produce greenhouse gasses. Then we were tasked to make a wind turbine, with the 

resources they had provided, and to stay within the set budget. Our team did one with skewers sticking into the 

cork, and paper stuck to them, in a sail technique, to try and catch the most wind from the fan. Ours wasn’t overly 

successful, although it did work in a way. After this, we packed our bags, and headed out to lunch, which was luckily 

less busy than before! I had nachos, with sour cream and spring onions, and an apple juice. 

After we had finished our lunch, we were led to makerspace again, (up five floors 

of stairs) to learn about/play with circuits. Firstly, my group played with small 

boards, with lights on them. We were each given one, and then we could play 

with them, because they were interactive. Mine was playing up, and it kept on 

showing ‘I WD [love heart] happy’, and Uncle Al was behind me, and he was   

being funny, and making comments about my light up text. After this I swapped 

with someone, and played rock, paper, scissors with it instead. Then the two 

groups swapped, and we played with components of a circuit, like a fan, lights 

and a buzzer. 
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         Science  Aspirant Camp Cont... 
Once we had finished there, we were led back to the room that we started at, and we did some chemistry. First we 

did ‘Sunset in a bag’ and we mixed different reactors to get some sunset colours in a bag. Then he told us how to 

make sherbet, as a nice send off from University. Then our main guide gave a farewell speech, took us to have some 

photos, and then took us back to the buses. We waved him goodbye, and then set off, straight into peak hour traffic. 

Because we left 20 minutes later, we were in that time bracket. We passed time by playing ‘Sweet or Sour’, and we 

got fifty-seven waves. We got back to the campsite, and played a very     entertaining game of soccer. We then came 

back to our dormitories, to rug up and enjoy our last dinner of burgers. We then returned back to our dorms to play 

the Novelty Games, Miss Hibbitt had organised. These games were really fun, although I was VERY tired! We ended 

up not even finishing them, and just going and having our showers. I think we were just getting a bit sick of each other, 

and being really tired, and so our bedtime was brought forward a lot. I slept another peaceful sleep, although I was sad 

that it was our last night. 

DAY 4 

We woke up at the same time as the others, and followed the same routine, and started to pack our bags, and strip 

our beds. We headed off to breakfast, and ate out last Woodman Point meal. We then went back to our dorms and 

finished packing. We managed to get back on the bus in no time, and were soon waving our  accommodation goodbye. 

We were a LOT quieter than our trip there, and many of us were close to sleeping on the bus. We dropped off a few 

people on the way, and stopped at Northam for a break. We then went back to Wongan, and farewelled all of our 

new friends.  The Doweriners dropped of the busses, and finally set off home. We arrived back at school at about 

2:15pm, and we were back in class by about 2:30pm.  

I believe that the camp was absolutely AMAZING, and I hope many more people enjoy it!  

By Piper Allison  
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     Faction Cross Country 
On last day of term 4 the Faction Cross Country was held at the Dowerin town oval and surrounding 

field day area. The forecast of rain came early and by the Friday we had clear skies and a very muddy 

course. Starting us off in the morning were the high school, who were as excited about the run as you 

can imagine. However, when the horn sounded to start them off, there was a lot more enthusiasm than 

they would like us to believe. In the 7-10 Girls, it was Courtney Robinson (Forrest) crossing the finish 

line first followed by Chalice Proud (F), and Logan Ward (Stirling) won the 7-10 boys followed by   

Riley Dix (S). 

The 5/6 Girls was won by India Quartermaine (F) and runner-up was Holly Robinson (F). The boys 

race was won by Jordan Petchell (F) and runner-up was Koby Dix (S). At this stage Forrest had a 

small lead in the overall standing 116 to 114. In the 3/4 division Jaycee Windsor (S) won the girls race 

followed by Talia Brown (S). In the closest finish for the day, Daniel Holberton (S) edged out York 

Jennings (F) by a matter of inches, after they changed places 4 or 5 times in the last 200m.   

The Pre-primary to year 2 races are always the best fun to watch for the day and they didn’t disappoint, 

with the pre-primary students running for the first time there is always a bit of chaos at the start and     

finish line. The girls race was won by Mia Hall (S) and runner-up was Sarah Offszanka (S). In the 

boy’s race, we had students cutting each other off, tripping over and eventually finding their way across 

the finish line. Amongst all the chaos Hudson Petchell (F) won, closely followed by David Couper (F) 

in second.  

After everyone had run their individual event we turned our attention to the open. In was a case of who 

could knock off the defending champions. Courtney Robinson and Jordan Petchell had won the        

previous year’s open events. The girls race was down to two after the first 2km with Courtney leading 

India by 200m, over the next 2km India made up some ground but Courtney was too good on the day to 

win from India in second. The boys race was very similar, with Jordan leading Logan Ward by 5m at the 

half way mark. However, the finish was very different to the girl’s race. With 200m remaining Jordan still 

lead, but Logan made his move and won the race in a close finish.  

Overall only 5 points separated Stirling and Forrest, with Stirling claiming a well-deserved team victory.  

Thank you to the P & C 

for the delicious lunch 

provided and to all of our 

volunteers and the staff 

who make such a         

successful  carni va l     

happen.  
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School Notices 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Christopher Couper    3rd August  

Ainsley Crippen  3rd August 

Heath Proud   4th August 

Chelsea  Hohnke 7th August 

Gregson Woods  8th August 

Isabella Todd  10th August 

Ella Hall   15th August 

Macaela Grossberg 22nd August 

Cody Foster  23rd August 

Jimi Hedland  25th August 

Rylan Hoddy  28th August 

Imogen Todd  30th August 

Cody Lee   31st August 

Erueti Whanarere-Nahona 5th Sep 

Daniel Bear  10th Sept 

Mia Hall   11th Sept 

Koby Dix   12th Sept 

Charlie Spark  13th Sept 

Madison Jasper  20th Sept 

Tina Dawe  20th Sept 

Erika Edis  20th Sept 

Felicia Crippen  22nd Sept 

Breakfast Club  
Breakfast Club will be run on  

Mondays and Thursdays between      
8.00 and 8.40am.   

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 

If you are available to assist please       
contact the school on 9631 1030. 

Canberra Camp News 
Next year students from year 7-10 will be 

undertaking  an education tour of the    

national capital.  Students will be given 

the opportunity to participate in a variety 

of educational a programs with a focus on 

Australia's history, culture, heritage and 

democracy. 

The Australian Government recognizes 

the importance of all young Australians 

being able to visit the national capital as 

part of their Civics and Citizenship        

education.  To assist families in meeting 

the cost of the excursion the Australian 

Government is contributing funding of 

$310 per student under the Parliament 

and Civics Education Rebate program 

towards those costs.  The rebate is paid 

directly to the school upon completion of 

the excursion. 

 



Hi everyone! 
 

Wow where is the year going?? Lots happening around the Wheatbelt and so much sickness about 

this year which can lead to some worrying times for both our kids and ourselves so be kind to 

yourselves. Trying to juggle work, home and illness is really a strain and remember when you are 

stressed often your children are!!  So take a deep breath…..  
 

A reminder to new families that if your child has not had a School Entry Health Assessment please 

do not hesitate to contact me or your teacher. If you just want your child’s hearing or vision 

checked please contact me and for any other health concerns for your child. 

                      Yes it’s not too late for the Flu shot !! 
 

Anxiety – how to help your child 
 

All children experience anxious feelings as part of their normal childhood development. Some 

anxious feelings include fear, agitation, nervousness, worry and apprehension. Some children find 

it harder to get these feelings under control and may experience anxiety more intensely and more 

often than others. 
 

Anxiety is when the level of fear or worry about something is out of proportion to the level of risk 

or danger. Thinking about the situation makes them more worried and tense. 

  

If your child is experiencing anxiety try to: 

 Acknowledge your child’s fear – don’t dismiss or ignore it. 

 Gently encourage them to do things they’re anxious about, but don’t push them to face 

situations they’re not yet ready to face. 

 Wait until they actually get anxious before you step in to help 

 Praise him for doing something they’re anxious about, rather than criticising them for being 

afraid. 

 Avoid labelling your child as ‘shy’ or ‘anxious’. 
 

Your child might need some extra support if their anxiety stops them from doing the things         

they want to do or interferes with their friendships, school work or family life. 

 

If you are worried about your child, contact your local Community Health Nurse, School 

Psychologist or General Practitioner. For more information about anxiety in children go to 

www.raisingchildren.net.au or www.healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au 

 

Meg Melvin                                   

Coordinater Clinical Psychology service                                                                             

Community Nurse                                                                                                                    

Avon and Central Wheatbelt Primary Health Service                                                                   

W.A Country Health Service 

Robinson St | Northam 6401                                                                                                        

PO Box  312  WA 6401                                                                                                                                           

P (08) 96901627 | F (08) 96901694                                   Email: Meg.melvin@health.wa.gov.au 
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    A Note from Nurse Meg 

http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/
mailto:Meg.melvin@health.wa.gov.au
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Community Notices 

2019 VacSwim 

You can now enrol your children in VacSwim swimming lessons for the October school 
holidays.   
 

With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the WA lifestyle, it’s important your 
children are safe in the water. 
 

Programs are available for children from five to 17 years and cater to all skill levels— 
from beginners to those doing their Bronze Medallion.  
 

 

They are being offered at pool venues across the State. 
 
 

Enrol your children in VacSwim now at  
education.wa.edu.au/swimming 

http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming


 

Teachers and Students return Term  4 on Monday 14th October 2019 
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Term 3 Planner 
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

5 19 

9/10 Work Exp 

20 

9/10 Work Exp 

21 

9/10 Work Exp 

  

22 

9/10 Work Exp 

23 

9/10 Work Exp/
Skills Expo 

  

24 

  

25 

6 26 

 

27 

 

28  

FIELD DAYS 

  

29  

FIELD DAYS 

  

30 

  

31 

  

1 SEP 

7 2 

SDD –             
No students 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

Cultural        
Awareness Day 

7 

  

8 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Faction Athletics 

14 

  

15 

9 16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Interschool       
Athletics – 
Quairading  

21 

  

22 

10 23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

Assembly – Yr 
5/6 

27 

Last Day of Term 

28 

  

29 

Attendance 
Students are required by law to attend school.  

1 or 2 days doesn’t seem like much but…… 

If your child misses… That equals… Which is… And over 13 years of 

schooling that's… 

1 day every 2 weeks 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 ½ years 

1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2 ½ years of 

school 

2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years 

3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years 

Thankyou! 
Sue Rose for the donation of paper to the school, to Shelley Matthews for helping to 

cover books in the library and a MASSIVE thanks to all of our classroom helpers 
who give up their time to assist in our classrooms. 


